
NEWS FROM THE DEN 

January 6, 2014 

Happy New Year, and welcome back and we hope that everyone had 

a most enjoyable holiday!  The time period between now and Spring 

Break is a critical time to consolidate the learning that occurred this fall 

and to build on the acquisition of new knowledge and skills. This is a 

good time to renew scheduling to get students attending school regular-

ly and on time.  It is also an ideal time to focus on your child‘s study skills 

and reading activities. Proper sleep, nourishment and exercise will help 

support your child‘s learning and health.  Our staff thank you for the work 

you do at home to ensure your child is healthy, prepared for school, and 

ready to learn. As we are at the start of our second term, we are fo-

cussed again on helping students do their very best work and finding 

success in their studies, each day, every day.  

 

 

We ask for your continued support in the following ways: 

 

☺ Please get your child to school on time every day!  When students 

miss the beginning of the day in class they miss important information 

about the day and sometimes very critical academic instruction.  I have 

watched the effect of students arriving late in classrooms and have no-

ticed how disorientating it seems to be for the student who comes in part 

way through a lesson in progress. 

 

☺ Please read your child‘s planner every day.  Check that the home-

work assigned has been completed.  Also, please respond to any notes 

or requests from the teacher for information or meetings.  This communi-

cation tool is one of the most effective ways for parents, students, and 

teachers to stay ―on the same page‖ related to your child‘s progress at 

school. 

 

☺ Please contact your child‘s teacher right away if your child is experi-

encing difficulty in any way.  Don‘t hesitate.  The partnership between 

home and school is very important and helps teachers, parents and stu-

dents understand how to help each other. 

 

☺ Please continue reading to your children. A parent can make read-

ing so enjoyable that their child will want to read his/her whole life. When 

reading is a warm, shared experience that connects love with learning, 

there is a benefit that lasts a lifetime. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

   

 

Janet Williams 

 

www.bme.sd23.bc.ca 

www.sd23.bc.ca 

Principal:  

Mrs. Janet Williams 

Email Janet.Williams@sd23.bc.ca 

PHONE: (250)  765 -1955 

 

Wash your Hands! 

Remember the #1 best guard 

against colds and flu is to WASH 

YOUR HANDS!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES TO NOTE: 

 Jan. 15th—Crazy Hair Day! 

 Jan. 30th and Jan 31st— 

Parent-teacher-student 

conferences and early dis-

missal days 

 Feb. 3rd—kindergarten reg-

istration opens 

 Feb. 4th—Self-esteem Din-

ner Workshop 



CENTRAL SCHOOL IS 100 YEARS OLD! 

Come help us celebrate on Saturday, January 18, 

2014, from 10:00 am—3:00 pm at 1825 Richter Street.  

There will be entertainment, special guests, brown 

bag lunches, a cake cutting ceremony, a time cap-

sule opening, commemorative souvenirs, and much 

more.   

VACATION POLICY— Each year we are ap-

proached by an increasing number of parents 

who wish to take their child out of school for 

extended periods, usually for family plans or 

family business. We do not have a ―leave of 

absence‖ procedure.  Rather, it is assumed 

that parents will make decisions in the best 

interests of their child. 

We are respectful that many families have 

family members far away, and spending time 

with them is important.  Difficulties arise when 

parents wish to have reassurances that their 

child will not be behind in their work when 

they return.  When your child misses school for 

extended periods, he or she will be behind in 

classroom work.  Missed instruction time can-

not be made up because complete lessons 

cannot be retaught.  Students may have cul-

tural and travel experiences which contribute 

to their development, but the varied daily 

classroom activities they miss cannot be dupli-

cated through worksheets or workbooks. 

SLIDING HILL RULES 
 

 Dress for the activity, 

including snow pants, 

mitts, and a toque. 

 Ride sitting face 

front on the crazy car-

pets. 

 Ride the crazy car-

pets one at a time. 

 Wait until the rider before you has 

left the sliding run. And, then you 

can go. 

 Walk up the hill in the designated 

areas. 

 Remember all safety rules. 

 Have fun and be safe. 

SNOWBALL RULES 
 

 Throwing snow-

balls is not allowed 

at school. 

 Students are re-

minded that the 

snow rules apply on 

your way to and from school.  

 Kicking snow at others is also 

not allowed. 

 These activities are considered 

to be highly unsafe by our 

school district.  

 We have a three strike rule—

first offence, student will go to 

the Success Room, second of-

fence, they will go to the prin-

cipal‘s office, and third offense 

the student will be suspended 

for one day due to disregard-

ing and disrespecting our 

school code of conduct. 

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL THE STU-

DENTS, PARENTS AND VOLUN-

TEERS WHO HELPED SUPPORT 

OUR SCHOOL CHRISTMAS 

CONCERTS BY PAINTING BACK-

DROPS, WORKING THE LIGHT 

BOARD, HANDING OUT PRO-

GRAMS, SETTING UP CHAIRS, 

TAKING DOWN CHAIRS, WORK-

ING THE DOORS, AND OTHER 

DUTIES.  

 

AS WELL, A HUGE THANK YOU TO THE AMAZING 

BLACK MOUNTAIN STAFF FOR PUTTING TOGETH-

ER THREE FABULOUS SHOWS  ENJOYED BY ALL! 



 Next Meeting: 
 

Thursday, January  

16th @ 6:00 pm in 

the BME library 

 

All parents & guardi-

ans welcome to at-

tend! 

 

Child minding 

available for chil-

dren (3 years and 

up). 

1)  Hot Lunch Orders:  January hot lunch orders were due Fri-

day, Dec. 20th.  Hot lunch menus for Jan., Feb., and March 

are now available for ordering.  Paper orders are found at the 

office.    

 

2) Upcoming Event:  ―Self-Esteem Workshop and Dinner‖ for 

moms and daughters.  Did you know that 47% of girls between 

the ages of 10-17 will stop swimming lessons, skip PE class, drop 

out of ballet, avoid social activities, etc… because they feel 

bad about how they look?  This 2 hour session on Feb. 4th, 

2014 will focus on fostering an open relationship and strength-

ening the connection between mothers and their daughters 

as they take on social issues affecting their daily lives.  The ses-

sions are intended for mothers with daughters in Gr. 5 or Gr.6 .  

More information to come. 

 

Thank you to all our parents who helped put on 

the Staff Appreciation Luncheon on December 

18, 2013.  It was a wonderful way to end a very 

successful week before our school holidays.  

Much appreciated!   

Supporting our school:  

We just purchased 13 

document cameras 

for our teachers.  This 

technology will help 

further engage stu-

dents in their           

instruction.   

PARKING LOT 

 
BME Pedestrian and Traffic Safety Guidelines 

Remember to slow down through the entire parking lot. 

Use our pedestrian crosswalk on the driveway and respect our Safety Patrol Crossing Guards. 
 

DROP OFF ZONE: This area is located in front of the flag pole. 

It is the only area where cars can drop off and go. When dropping our child off, or picking your 

child up, remember to teach your child to exit/enter your car from the side closest to the school, 

not the busy traffic side of the driveway. (Drop off infers drop, kiss good bye, drive away – adults do 

not leave the vehicle).  If all spots are taken, please circle around, and try again until a spot be-

comes available. Please respect the DROP OFF ZONE, BUS ZONE (to the left of the main entrance 

and STAFF PARKING LOT.)  These are areas not for the general public parking. 
 

Absolutely no stopping in front of the main doors, as we  do not want exhaust fumes to enter the 

building. Parent and guest parking are along both sides of our very long driveway. Remember to 

back your vehicle in so you have a good site line of little children when you leave. 

 
Thanks to all pedestrians, cyclists, and motorists for respecting BME Parking Lot Safety Guidelines! 



BE ON TIME…. 

 
A New Year resolution…. it‘s a good 

time to refocus on arriving at school 

on time. We continue to have a sig-

nificant number of students arrive 

late. Even a few minutes a day, adds 

up to substantial class time being 

missed over the year as well as addi-

tional teaching time lost for all stu-

dents in the classroom while the 

teacher re-explains what is happen-

ing that morning. Please make sure 

your child is on time, for their benefit 

and for all the other students in their 

classroom.   

 
TOGETHER 

 WE CAN! 

Electronic devices ... 
After the holidays, we often see students coming to school with a variety of new 

electronic devices.  Entertainment-type electronic devices are not recommended 

at school or at school sponsored activities. And the school will not be held responsi-

ble for the loss of personal items brought to schools such as :  IPads, IPods, Nintendo 

DS, Gameboys,  etc.  Cell phones are allowed at school, but must only be turned 

on before or after school.  We recognize that having a cell phone is a great way for 

families to communicate with other by voice or text; however, the temptation to 

‗text‘ between students is just too great for some students and so we ask that all 

phones be completely turned off and kept tucked away during the school day 

(unless otherwise indicated by classroom teacher).  Please remember that if you 

need to get a message to your child during the school day, please call the office 

and we will make sure the message is relayed. 

Early Learning for Families 

E.L.F.F. Nights 
Our school will  host an our annual  ELFF 

Night on Wednesday, February 12th  

 Time:  5:00—6:30 pm 

 

NOTE: The session topic is different than 

last year, and we encourage repeat par-

ticipation. 

 

We invite 3, 4 & 5 year old children and 

their families to join us for dinner & ―Early 

Learning For Families‖!   

 

Register by phoning the school office be-

fore February 4th  to reserve your spot in 

this popular program! 

 
   



 

 

 

 

Online Registration Process Approved by Board of Education 

At the December 11, 2013 public meeting of the Board of Education, school trustees approved 
the adoption of an Online Registration Process to replace the former ‘paper-based’ system. 

There has been a long history in the Central Okanagan of parents lining up well in advance 
for the opening of the registration period. The new online program is intended to "virtualize 
the standing in line process", providing a common specific time across the District to register 

on the opening day of registration (February 3, 2014). The program requires several steps 

to complete, however, the first step is relatively easy with each registrant receiving a date/
time stamp on their online application which establishes their place in line.  A confirmation e-
mail is immediately sent to the parent to confirm that the first part of their application has been 
received.  Applicants are then provided with a deadline to complete the next steps of the pro-
cess. Schools must receive appropriate documentation (i.e., a birth certificate and proof of 
residency) before the student's registration application is processed.   

New parents with no access to technology will be able to visit their neighbourhood school and 
register online at the school.  Parents with their own technology and access to the internet, may 
complete this process from any location using the device of their choice (computer, tablet or 
smartphone).  Moving to this online system will introduce a level of efficiency into the system, 
while also eliminating the need for parents to line up for long periods of time or in inclement 
weather.  Further information will be distributed to parents in January explaining how to access 
the online registration link as well as the steps to be followed in completing the application pro-
cess.   

 

 

 Kindergarten Registration for the     

upcoming school year opens               

February 3, 2014. 

 

 Students must be turning 5 before 

Dec. 31, 2014 to be eligible. 

 

 Birth certificate and proof of            

residency required. 


